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From the Editor’s Desk

First of all thank you for your kind
emails and telephone calls. | was
delighted to hear that you enjoyed
the revised newsletter format. As
far as | know there was only one
signibcant OtypoO. Robin
Dartington!s talk on the Long Deep
Hive is on the 27th March and not,
as published, on the 21st March.

Later in the newsletter we have our

President’s Announcement

As announced at the end of
January, our February meeting will
start with a brief EGM. The need
for this meeting has arisen
because three of our committee
members resigned at the beginning
of January. These resignations
were as a result of unfortunate
tensions within the committee.

| have held lengthy consultations

prst Oltems for saleO courtesy of Phiwith all the members of our current

Wiggins along with additional
details on the honey jar purchase.

| was also thinking about a
dedicated Obooks for saleO section.
This would be open to all books on
beekeeping and related subjects.
Please let me know if you like the
idea and if you have any books for
sale to start the ball rolling.

Finally, at the sake of repeating
myself, if you have any comments,
pictures or articles that you would
like to share they would be much
appreciated. For example;

@ historic notes about the asso-
ciation and/or its members

& helpful advice that you would
wish to give to our newer (or
older) members

@ anything which you would like
to sell (an opportunity to clear
out the shed or garage)

I hope that you enjoy this month!s
content. | would like to give a
special mention to Tim Fountain for
his write-up of Norman Carreck!s
talk. | have no idea how he
manages to remember all the detail
and | for one am grateful as | did
not manage to attend the meeting.

Kenn Shearer

committee, including those who
have recently resigned, and with a
number of our long-standing
members. Following these
consultations | propose the
following changes to bring a period
of stability to our club pending the
formation of a new management
group at our AGM in September.

Clive Hill has volunteered to step
back to Vice Chairman and Bob
Hunter has agreed reluctantly to
step in as Chairman. A vote at an
EGM is required to appoint Bob
Hunter as Chairman and Clive Hill
as Vice Chairman. This will be the
only item on the agenda at the
EGM on the 27th February.

These changes will allow our club
to continue functioning while
meeting the requirements laid
down in our constitution.

Should anybody wish to discuss
these proposed changes please
contact me, Bob Hunter or Clive
Hill.

Will Steynor.
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Chairman's CHAT

Our new look Newsletter has been received with delight
by the membership: but please let us know if the ble
size causes you download problems if you have to
access it by "dial-up! rather than Broadband. The key
differences are in layout and inclusion of photos. We
are trying to keep photos strictly relevant to the content.
So far most have been from me, but if you have photos
of your own which we could use, please contact Kenn
Shearer so they can be added to the photo resource he
is building. All credits will naturally be given.

January Meeting.

We had a large turnout, with 55 names on the
"attendance list!, including visitors from North Bucks,
Mid Bucks, Chalfonts, Bedfordshire and Pinner &
Ruislip BKAs: and also a visiting MP B of which more
later. Tim Fountain will cover the salient points of
Norman Carreck "s talk on CCD later in this newsletter,
however | found it fascinating to hear Norman!s views
from the "Bee Disease Research Scientist! viewpoint
and mentally compare them with what we heard from
our USA speaker Dewey Caron, back in September.
Both speakers used a closely analytical "problem-
solving! approach, but Dewey!s came over as a
complex Detective Story, while Norman started by
reviewing the Medials tendency to pick up on "bee-
scare stories! B going right back to the way they
handled the Isle of Wight Disease story, early in the
20th century. But both speakers have the considered
opinion that the CCD problem will almost certainly be a
combination of the effects of Industrial Scale
beekeeping, with it!s consequent poor disease control
and unexpected effects from bee virus diseases.

MP visit.

Following our BBKA Demonstration at the Houses of
Parliament, all our local MPs have been very supportive
of the BBKAI!s Research Funding campaign. As the
January Meeting was to be on the "hot topic! of CCD,
we invited them all to the meeting. Paul Goodman
(Wycombe) and Cheryl Gillan (Amersham) both had
prior engagements, so were unable to come: but David
Liddington, MP for Aylesbury was with us. He has a
large Constituency, which comes right down to the
Studley Green area, so he wasn!t trespassing! As far
as | know this is the brst time any of our meetings have
had an MP in the audience, yet we stayed strictly non-
political. We succeeded in showing him the interface
between modern beekeeping and the bee disease
know-how and support it needs. David enjoyed his
visit, asked some perceptive questions and said he!d
gained a signibcant appreciation of how technical bee
health issues could become.

Good News!

The February edition of BBKA News includes a Stop
Press letter from Tim Lovett, BBKA President, about a

sudden increase in funding announced by DEFRA
Minister Hilary Benn, on January 21st. Meanwhile,
BBKA has been busy working up a presentation on
research topics, likely costs etc. prior to a meeting with
DEFRA at the end of February. The areas covered
include varroa, viruses, nosema, foul-brood, SHB,
husbandry, bee breeding, pesticide impact, medicinal
honey, habitat and nutrition.

February Meeting.

We will be at Bassetsbury Manor for the February
Meeting not at The Environment Centre. The venue is
a one-off event, but in the 1970s, when | joined the
Association, it was our regular home. You go past the
entrance to the Manor on your way to CONSTRUCTION
the Environment Centre, and it has the ~ [NFORMATION
same post code b HP11 1QX. As you

come down from the London Road, the
entrance is on the RIGHT, just past the
bend and on the Bat. Look for the sign
opposite. There is a small car park. If
that is full, you can park at the side of the
service road leading to the Environment
Centre. We will be in the large room on
the ground Roor. As youl!ll see elsewhere, we have a
short EGM, which will swiftly be followed by a Talk by
Andrew Gibb, on Swarming. He is a very good
speaker, has been before, and until recently wrote the
"For Beginners! articles in Beecraft.

DVD of the Dewey Caron Talk.

Dewey has given his blessing for us to sell a few DVDs
of his Talk. He is also going to publicise them himself,
in a forthcoming article he is
preparing for Beecraft. Welve decided
&) to sell the DVDs on a non-probt basis,
F}* at £5 each. This will cover the cost of
A production and allow some of the
DNDuct, el proceeds to be donated to Bee

- Research. The BBKA Projection
Slide Library has asked for a couple of copies and they
anticipate it will be in great demand. There will be a
limited supply so if you would like to purchase a DVD,
please contact Kenn Shearer, who is handling this
matter for us.

Bucks BKA Seminar March 7th

We give full details of the seminar again elsewhere in
this Newsletter. Do come if you possibly can; you!ll
have an excellent highly stimulating day, with
beekeepers present from far and wide. We pay on the
door, but food has to be pre-organised, so you must
book with John Catton in advance and as soon as
possible on 01 494 726616. Each of the Bucks
Associations has been asked to help supply some
cakes for the Coffee Break and for Lunchtime. Shelia
Borwick is co-ordinating them from HWBKA, so if you
can help with these, please give her a ring on

DAR
LONG

ROBIN DARTINGTON

PAGE 2



HIGH WYCOMBE & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

01 494 729315. (They could be home made, or
bought.) Bob Hunter is to run his usual "Bring & Buy
Stall! there too, so if you have any unneeded
beekeeping items, please bring them along to sell on
this Stall. John is also looking for a few prizes for the
Raff3e. If you have any suitable items please bring
them along and they will be gratefully received. The
proceeds from the raff3e will be given to support Bee
Research again b as last year.

HWBKA Beginners Course.

This starts on Tuesday 3rd March and lasts for seven
weeks. It will be led by Clive Winslow. Weld like as
many members as possible to come to "Talk Bees! with
the beginners during the tea Break at around 8:45 pm.
These informal bee-talk sessions add
greatly to the course and strengthen
their links with the association.

An introduction lo

Beekeeping

Whilst we do not anticipate a shortfall
in the number of beginners attending
the course it would still be helpful if
you could bnd a good spot locally to
display a small poster advertising the
course. If you can help then please
contact either Clive Winslow or Kenn Shearer for copies
of the poster.

Bee Husbandry training and qualification.

Beulah Cullen has agreed to form a group interested in
following the BBKA Bee Husbandry education
programme. Participants could be from any of the
Bucks associations and she wants to take it forward
over the coming months. This is about Practical
Beekeeping and will follow the syllabus set out by the
BBKA. If you!d like to know more, or join the group,
please give Beulah a ring on 01 895 234704.

Clive Hill

Norman Carreck - Update on CCD

Formerly of Rothamsted Research, and currently
working at the University of Sussex, Norman had hoped
to be able to pass on a ream of new information on the
subject, but unfortunately there is little more to be said
than was already in circulation.

He did, however, go on to put in to perspective the
current CCD situation in relation to other periods of
mass honey bee » » -
deaths and hive
desertions, and
included a round up
of thoughts on the
current situations in
the USAand in
Europe.

To begin with,

Norman spoke about the way that CCD had caught the
public!s imagination, especially following the headlines
produced by the media.

He recounted times when, at Rothamsted, if news was
thin on the ground, his department would receive calls
from the media regarding whether insect numbers were
either lower or higher than normal depending on the
year.

Insect numbers RBuctuate naturally in what he called the
OdynamicO balance of nature. In 1975 aphid numbers
were high. In 1976 ladybird numbers were high as their
aphid food supply had increased. Subsequently,
< ladybird numbers dropped as their food
,& supply dwindled. Could bee populations
® Buctuate in any kind of similar pattern?
Norman went on to describe periods of bee losses,

dating back to 1868 in various states of the US, with
other states suffering in later years.

In 1906, the UK began to suffer from Olsle of
WhiteO (IOW) disease, resulting in devastating losses
over the next decade or so.

Newspapers at the time reported that bees could not Ry
and that they simply crawled away to die. Soon, any
loss was being attributed to this condition.

Over the next decades, a number of scientists
attempted to identify the cause of this disease.
Nosema Apis was suggested in 1912, but this is found
in many places without showing the IOW symptoms. In
1921, acarine (Tracheal mites) was put forward, but the
data collected actually showed that infected bees could
still By putting this theory in doubt, even though it was
heavily reported at the time.

In the 1950!s Dr Leslie Bailey, attempted to reproduce
the symptoms of IOW disease by infecting bees with
acarine. He discovered that it shortens the beels life,
but this was not the same as IOW disease, so
something else must have been involved. Having
access to an early electron microscope, Dr Bailey
eventually discovered Chronic Paralysis Virus (CPV).
Further experiments showed that this did cause the
IOW symptoms.

Viruses had been known for many years, but the high
number of hives and damp spring on the Isle of White in
1906 meant that food was scarce, and the bees were
conbned to the hive for longer making spread of CPV
much easier. When hive numbers were lower and the
weather improved, the condition went away.

Many viruses were discovered at Rothamsted over the
next 30 years, but a new issue appeared in Europe in
the "70!s in the form of varroa.

It was assumed that the mites fed off the bees, which
were weakened and then died, but nobody at that time
actually looked to see how the mites lived.
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Brenda Ball took over from Dr Bailey at Rothamsted in
the "80!s, and started looking at reports that colonies
with high varroa numbers didn!t always die b could
something else been involved?

Work on viruses in varroa-infested hives was carried
out across a number of countries. Chronic
Paralysis Virus was found in many hives, but
. notin German hives with high varroa
infestation. Further study revealed a different
virus at work B Acute Paralysis Virus.

Varroa were responsible for transmitting these different
viruses throughout bees in a colony, and have since
been found to be the vector for many viruses, including
the Deformed Wing Virus which we may be more
familiar with.

In one experiment at Rothamsted, hives were left
untreated for varroa Ojust to see what happenedO.
Result B 60% hive loss!

During the initial outbreak of varroa in Devon in the
"90!s, many hives on Dartmoor were examined. It was
a wet summer, and hives suffered a heavy mite
infestation. During the study another virus was found B
Slow Paralysis Virus. This had been discovered at
Rothamsted in the "70!s, but had not been expected to
be found Oin the peldO.

Further experiments at Rothamsted in to Deformed
Wing Virus looked at bee survival relative to the time of
infection. Pupae infected in the cell either died in the
cell, or only a few days after emergence. Adult bees
infected after emergence mostly lived a regular life-
span.

This fact is very important when considering a hive
going in to winter. If the bees have a shorter life-span,
or fewer bees survive the expected period, then it is
likely that the hive will not make it through to the spring.

Slow Paralysis Virus and Deformed Wing Virus had not
been found in the hive before the arrival of varroa.

Norman displayed a graph showing hive survival and
varroa infestation. In the early days of varroa, there
were fewer incidences of virus transmission, and it
appeared that a hive could survive having up to 10,000
mites.

Where viruses are in evidence, an upper limit of 2000
mites before hive collapse was indicated D this is where
we are today.

With all the headlines regarding CCD, it is not clear if
this is just one issue even in the USA, let alone in
Europe as well.

Norman continued with details about Kashmir Bee Virus
found to be an issue in New Zealand, which exports
bees to many countries.

Also, in 2007, many viruses were found in studies of
American hives, including many examples of the

previously obscure Israeli Acute Paralysis Virus. This
was initially believed to have come to America from
recent imports of bees from Australia, until samples of
bees collected in 2002, before Australian imports
began, were also found to contain this virus.

But what about problems in Europe?

Nosema Ceranae has been identibed as the cause of
losses in Spain in 2007/8, but is found over a much
wider area than that without apparently having the
same effect. Pesticides have been held as responsible
in some areas.

French beekeepers complained for many years about
certain substances which were eventually

1 I banned. Their losses continued. The
pesticides were shown to be toxic under
laboratory conditions, but not in the peld.

Germany has had issues with pesticides recently owing

to a combination of circumstances which showed that a
Oworst case scenarioO can happen. The
government insisted that one seed treatment
be used at double the advised rate to combat
a maize pest; a key ingredient to stick the

pesticide to the seed was missed; farmers

used pneumatic seed drills which caused the

pesticide to be dispersed in to the air at a time when the
oil seed rape was in full Bower.

The UK has had pesticide issues in the past, but none
reported under agricultural use since 2003.

Norman concluded with a brief look at current CCD
developments.

A survey in 2007/8 showed colony losses an average of
35% in the USA. The BBKA reported 30% losses, with
a higher loss of 37% in the north and 26% in the south.
The difference appears to be due to pyrethroid-resistant
mites moving north, treatments being applied later after
bees have returned from the heather and the thymol
treatments not being so effective at the lower average
temperatures at time of application.

There are a number of European projects planned in to
bee health, and also the latest announcements from the
UK Government regarding funding are welcomed.

Rowse Honey have also teamed up with the University
of Sussex to look at breeding bees with better hygienic
behaviour.

A Q&A session followed, including:

Q. Do we really have a problem now if we have had
similar issues before?

A. There were major problems at the time of the various
incidents but we may be better able to sort ours out
now. However, there are no wild colonies anymore, we
have fewer managed colonies now and the solitary and
bumble bees have their own issues, all leading to
general issues with pollination. We may have different
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problems to those of other countries, so we must have
our own answers.

Q. Deformed Wing Virus B should we try and tackle this
directly?

A. Very difbcult B there are no anti-viral treatments
available, so we are looking to treat varroa as the vector
of the virus.

Q. Should we spend the money on varroa control rather
than carry on searching for the cause of CCD?

A. There are many items on the list of things to spend
money on! Continental methods of varroa control have
not yet been properly evaluated in the UK. These might
be a good place to start!

Tim Fountain

Seasonal Tips and Reminders
Key Tasks this month:

%% Check hive weight by "Hefting! D Feed Fondant?
< Check for hive Debris

“ Any signs of Bight activity?

%% Ensure hives are wind secure & draining forward.
<% Check & Repair Hive stands & Fences

Spring is coming because the days are getting distinctly
longer. But this year it!s been wintery on many days
and now we have lying snow b very different from
recent winters. If we get bright sunshine and lying
snow, a strange and bee-dangerous thing can happen:
bees that Ry in such conditions often Ry into the snow.
Here!s whyE. When a bee takes to the air it will By
"up! before levelling off and setting out on it!s journey B
just like an aircraft. A Rying bee uses the signal from it!s
ocelli to tell it which way is "up!. (They detect where
"bright! is located, which means sky, which means "up!.)
| v - But snow is a highly

- A ; L light reRective surface

o y and probably brighter

- reRectivity and tell the
‘ bee to keep that
* k. brightness "abovel it.
L So the bee turns onto
it!s back and Ries
towards that brightness
b with the unfortunate
result that the it Bies straight into the snow, crashes,
chills and dies. If this happens, after the snow has
melted you!ll tend to get a collection of bee corpses a
metre or two from the hive and all lying on their back !

A good many Hazel bushes have lengthening catkins
already, but Ilve not yet seen any with pollen. In nearby
gardens there are Winter Aconites and Snowdrops in
Rower. Honey bees will have been out and about on

the warmer days, probably to collect water: but I've not
observed much local insect activity in the sun-shadow
of the little valley where we live. However there was a
worker bumblebee foraging on Mahonia a short
distance away On 17th January. A few Bombus
terrestris colonies do now over-winter in southern
England, with the behaviour known to be moving to the
north in the milder winters.

February is another month in which the beekeeper!s
role should be about "keeping an eye on things" and
planning for the coming season. On mild days you'l
see bees Rying: both to cleanse themselves, and to
collect water. On days when it's not warm enough for
RBight, the cluster loosens inside the hive and bees
scuttle about indoors, doing chores. Hence the wax
debris (cappings removed to allow access to winter
stores) and the odd dead bee on an alighting board.

The short day length keeps the bees in, as well as low
temperatures, and with the apiary quiet it is an excellent
time to check your fences and the hive stands. Are
your Stands at the right height for you to be able to
work the brood chamber without stooping? Do they
have brm legs? Check to see if these wobble, or are
really tight. It is easy to drive new legs into soft ground
in winter, and with minimal Right activity it disturbs the
bees less. Are the stands strong enough? A stand
carrying two strong colonies in the middle of summer
could easily carry a static load of 250 kilos (quarter of a
ton), perhaps more.

In the coming weeks the forage available will be Hazel

] catkins, which give greeny
yellow pollen, Snowdrops and
' Crocus. Pussy Willow
(Sallow) with more golden
pollen loads will follow,
nowadays this is often

! towards the end of February:
but with the colder winter, perhaps it will be at the more
traditional time of March this year.

Keep monitoring the weight of the hives because once
brood rearing begins in earnest, stores consumption
increases rapidly. You can "emergency feed" sugar in
paste form, such as commercial Icing Sugar Paste,
Bakers Fondant, or Candy. Position it close to the
cluster. With one exception, don't give syrup at this
time of year, the bees would expend to much energy
converting it to honey. The exception would be in an
emergency to revive a starving cluster, when small
guantities of syrup dribbled onto the surface can have a
miraculous effect. But to keep them going you would
need to place fondant or move honey stores to give the
cluster immediate access.

Clive Hill
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Honey jars for the 2009 Season

The time has come to consider your requirements for
the 2009 season if you wish to benebt from the bulk
purchase savings.

Prices have gone up by around 12 # % but are still very
competitive with Thornes e.g. 1lb jars are £47.50
collected.

PRICES including VAT and Delivery
“% 1lb Standard Squat jars with metal lids per gross
£33.35

%% 1lb Standard Squat jars with plastic lids per gross
£35.14

Minimum order 72 jars

“ 8oz Hexagonal jars with metal lids in packs of 36
jars £8.86

“ 120z Hexagonal Jars with metal lids in packs of 84
jars £20.25

Minimum order one pack

It would be helpful if you would let me have your order
by March 31st so that | can then place the bulk order for
delivery after the Stoneleigh show in April. Orders
placed early can always be amended before March
31st.

For new members information, the jars are delivered to
Bob Hunter!s house in Great Kingshill (thank you again
Bob) for prompt collection by members. Payment is
made at this time preferably by cheque made out to
HWBKA. Specibc information on all of this will be
included in the April Newsletter.

Please send your orders by one of the following:-
E-mail to philwiggins@tiscali.co.uk

Phone 01628 482110

Letter to Phil Wiggins, 61 Pound Lane, Marlow SL7 2AZ
All E-mail orders are acknowledged.

Phil Wiggins

Items for Sale
Herring Foundation Moulds, Templates, Hand Wringer,and Wiring Boards

Wax Casting 18.50 x 12.50

Tray

Herring Moulds 170 x 5 .6750 and 180 x 9.375(

Cutting 15. 3750 x 70 - National Broog
Templates & 16x10 Super
15. 3750 x 9. 250 b 16x10 Broo
13. 4380 x 50 - National Super
4. 250 square - Comb size
Two wiring 11.50 x 190 and 170 x 80
Boards

Acme Mangle

N.B. As indicated above the templates in conjunction
with the Moulds provide the following sizes:

& Commercial 16x10 Brood and Super size
“ National Brood and Super size

Method:

1. Molten wax is cast into a thin sheet . Prior to this
the casting tray is soaked in a detergent solution
(washing up liquid) which prevents sticking to the
wooden tray and provides easy removal.

2. The warm wax sheet is placed in the Herring
Foundation Mould and passed through the mangle
to accurately emboss the wax. The Mould is
composed of two rigid polythene sheets embossed
to the exact cell shape and size.

3. The embossed sheet is removed and cut to the
size required with the template.

4. A'Wiring Board is then selected for wiring the the
wax in the appropriate frame by use of a car
battery or mains transformer (not supplied ). Areel
of wire for this purpose is supplied.

Total Price £50
Ring Phil Wiggins 01628 482110
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HWBKA Items for Sale

National Brood Boxes (assembled) 2 £17.06 each
Scott Rutland Varroa Mesh Floor (Rat packed) 1 £12.00 each
Apiguard 2 boxes of 10 trays each £15.70 per box

Contact: Clive Winslow on 01 494 812344

Buck County Beekeepers Association

13th Annual Seminar

Saturday 7th March 2009 - 10:00am to 4:15pm
Wendover Memorial Hall, Wharf Road, Wendover HP22 6HF

Agenda

10:00$6 Meet for coffee and registration

10:30% Welcome by the County Chairman - John Catton
10:40%5 Bee Venom - Professor David Warrell

11:40%5 Insect Bight systems - Dr. Robin Wooton

12:408 Awards presentation

13:008 Ploughman's lunch

Time, also, to spend visiting the various exhibits and sales stands
14:00%6 The state of Beekeeping in Britain today - Richard Ball
15:00%6 CCD - Colony Compromise Disorder - Peter Tomkins
16:00%5 Closing remarks by the County President, Bob Hunter

The Cost is$£12 per person, which will include refreshments and Ploughman's lunch. Payment can
be made on the door, but it would be better if you could book in advance.

This can be done by contacting John Catton on 01494 726616 or richard.cattonl@ntlworld.com

PAGE 7


mailto:richard.catton1@ntlworld.com
mailto:richard.catton1@ntlworld.com

HIGH WYCOMBE & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

Newsletter Contact Details Your HWBKA Committee
By Telephone: 01 494 450616 President Will Steynor
By email: kennshearer@me.com willsteynor@hotmail.com
By Post: Newsletter Chairman Clive Hill
76 Littleworth Road clive_hill@talktalk.net
Downley Secretary Sheila Borwick
High Wycombe shejont@waitrose.com
HP13 SUY Treasurer Ed West
ltems sent by post for publication can be either typed, — westwweste@aol.com
printed or hand written (as long as they are totally Librarian Position Vacant
legible). If you wish to email your contribution feel free Swarm Ofbcer Bill Bendyshe-Brown
to use any format except Microsoft Publisher. b3csl@tiscali.co.uk
Normally the closing time for material will be the end of Slg‘grbecr‘;mm'“ee ggg{: shfl::‘zr
u
day on the 2nd of the each month. scottrutland@talktalk.net

Thank you.

Other Contacts

Clive Winslow

01 494 812344
clive.winslow@btconnect.com

Beehive of the Month

Well maybe not a beehive but a clever bee shed.

| thought this was a great idea for those who want to keep their beekeeping activities secret. This shed contains
two bee hives, the beekeepers clothing and the normal pile of equipment needed to see you through the
beekeeping year. The idea is that you casually stroll down the garden whistling a happy tune, enter the shed, don
your protective clothing and manipulate your bees. Having Pnished you remove your protective clothing and leave
the shed saying Obees, what beesO.

If you want a closer look this bee shed it is at the John Hamer!s Black Horse Apiary at Woking were many of us
spent an enjoyable day back in August of 2007.

More information about events and courses at the Black Horse Apiary are available on their website at http://
www.blackhorseapiaries.org.uk/ or you can write to John Hamer at 28 Limewood Close, St Johns, Woking, Surrey,

GU21 8XA.
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